
Test Specification on the subject «The English Language»  

 

1. The aim of the test: 

Evaluation of knowledge and skills in the subject "The English language" during the contest for the 

vacant position of a "teacher of English" in the branches of the autonomous educational organization 

"Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools" (hereinafter - AEO). 

 

2. Normative documents that are the basis for testing:  

“Rules for holding a competition for filling vacant positions of teaching staff and persons equated to 

them in the branches of the autonomous educational organization “Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools” and 

organizations of the Intellectual Schools engaged in educational activities”, approved by the decision of the 

Board of the AEO (No. 17 dated May 13, 2020). 

 

3. Documents determining the content of the test: 

1. State obligatory standard of general secondary education. 

2. State obligatory standard of basic secondary education. 

2. State obligatory standard of higher education. 

4. Model curriculum for the subject "English" for grades 7-9 of the level of basic secondary education 

according to the updated curriculum. 

5. Model curriculum for the subject "English" for grades 10-11 of the level of general secondary 

education in the natural and mathematical direction according to the updated curriculum. 

6. Standard curriculum on the subject "English" for grades 10-11 of the level of general secondary 

education in the social and humanitarian direction according to the updated curriculum. 

7. Educational program in the specialty 5B011900 - Foreign language: two foreign languages. 

3.1 Recommended sources that determine the content of test items:  

1. NTC’s Thematic Dictionary of American Idioms. Richard A. Spears, Ph.D., 1997, NTC 

Publishing Group. 

2. Grammar in Practice 6. Upper-Intermediate. Roger Gower, 2006, Cambridge University Press. 

3. English Vocabulary in Use. Upper-Intermediate and Advanced, Michael McCarthy, Felicity 

O`Dell, 1999, Cambridge University Press. 

4. Achieve IELTS 2. Louis Harrison, Caroline Cushen, Susan Hatchinson, 2006, Marshall 

Cavendish Education. 

5. Timed Readings Plus in Science, Jamestown Education, 2004. 

 

4. Content of test items: 

 

№ 
Content lines (sections) 

The number 

of test items 

Module 1 (basic level) 

 Grammar and vocabulary 

1 Using different parts of speech in sentences 3 

2 Making various types of sentences 1 

3 Using verb tenses in Active Voice 2 

4 Using verb tenses in Passive Voice 2 

5 Using indirect speech in different types of sentences 1 

6 Using the degrees of comparison of adjectives and adverbs 1 

7 Use of modal verbs 2 

8 Use of complex sentences 2 

9 Using different types of conditional sentences 1 

Module 2 (advanced level) 

Work with the artistic style of speech text (volume 400-500 words) 

10 Defining the author`s idea in texts 1 



11 Determining the word semantic meaning in context 1 

12 Determining the author`s position, mood or attitude 1 

13 Determining semantic relationships between idiomatic expressions and the 

text content 

1 

14 Determining semantic relationships between phrasal verbs and their 

equivalents 

1 

Module 3 (high level) 

Working with the publicistic style of speech text (volume 400-500 words) 

15 Argument evaluation 1 

16 Defining argument elements in texts 1 

17 Determining the logical consequence of text parts 1 

18 Determining the causal relationships in texts 1 

19 Defining what the author means in context (implicit meaning) 1 

In total 25 

 

* Lexical topics that determine the content of all test items: 

 

Hobbies and Qualities, Exercises and Sport, Traditions and Languages, Music and Film, Travel and 

Tourism, Science and Technology, Earth and our place in it, Charities and conflict; Legend or Truth, 

Controversial Issues, Virtual Reality, Out of this world, Stress and Fear, Imagination and Creativity, 

Different Ways of Living, Making Contact, Animal world, Interviews and instructions, Timekeeping 

devices/Science video, Work and inventions, Social change and further study, Clothes journeys. 

The content of the test items must correspond to the level B1 and above of the Common European 

Framework of Reference for Languages, in module 3 - level C1-C2 

(https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016

8045b15e) 

 

5. Structure, assessment, and duration of the test:  

The test consists of 25 test items, with one correct answer out of five possible options. The test 

consists of three modules: 

 

Module Description 

Module 1 (basic level) Tasks of the basic level, corresponding to the standard curriculum in the 

subject "English" for general education and Intellectual schools, 

pedagogical specialties of higher educational institutions. 

Module 2 (advanced level) Tasks aimed at testing the skills of linguistic, stylistic and literary text 

analysis of the artistic style of speech. Test items are aimed at testing 

high-level thinking skills. 

Module 3 (high level) Tasks aimed at testing the skills of analyzing the linguistic-stylistic and 

semantic-structural features of the text in a publicistic style. Test items 

are aimed at testing high-level thinking skills. 

 

The time to complete the test is 80 minutes. 

The processing of test results is carried out by the Center for Pedagogical Measurements by automated 

statistical and psychometric analysis of the results of candidates, which reveals the level of complexity of 

each task and calculates their share in the final score for the test by equated scores. This approach provides 

objective and reliable assessment of the results, so there is no appeal. The maximum equated score is 500 

points. The threshold level for passing the test is 60% of the maximum score.  

  

https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168045b15e
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168045b15e


6. Test items samples: 

 

1. Use the appropriate word combination to complete the sentence below: 

Students _________ a new lab experiment, when the fire alarm suddenly went off in the Chemistry Lab. 

 

A) had been demonstrated 

B) have been demonstrated 

C) were demonstrated 

D) were being demonstrated 

E) would have been demonstrated 

 

2. Complete the sentence with the best fitting word. 

 I thought the restaurant would be expensive, but it was ____________ cheap. 

 

A) appallingly 

B) reasonably 

C) seriously 

D) significantly 

E) suggestively 

 

3. Choose the correct noun to complete the sentence. 

Greg, to all intents and …, has finished his degree course, with the exception of his final dissertation.  

 

A) motivation 

B) offers  

C) proposals 

D) purposes 

E) reasons 

 

  



Read the extract below and answer the following questions, based on its context. 

 

Getting a cell phone has become something of a childhood rite of passage. Parents often struggle with 

how soon is too soon, with the average child now receiving their first phone at age 10 and their first social 

media accounts by age 12. 

But leaders in the technology industry are pushing back against this new norm by keeping 

phones out of their own kids’ hands until their teenage years. 

Microsoft founder Bill Gates was among the first to reveal that each of his three children weren’t 

allowed to have a phone until they turned 14 years old—and he’s not the only one.  

The struggle between a parent who wants to delay and a child who swears all of his friends are getting 

phones is real. They want to fit in and connect with their friends; we want to prevent them becoming 

addicted to their phones or getting bullied on social media or being exposed to who-knows-what on apps 

that seem harmless on the surface but aren’t.  

As kids get older and become more independent, by walking home from school or attending after-

school activities on their own, giving them a cell phone can start to feel like the right decision both from a 

safety and a convenience standpoint. 

But Athena Chavarria, who worked as an executive assistant at Facebook, has a different view: She 

lives by the mantra that the last child in the class to get a phone wins. 

“Other parents are like, ‘Aren’t you worried you don’t know where your kids are when you can’t find 

them?’” Ms. Chavarria said. “And I’m like, ‘No, I do not need to know where my kids are every second of 

the day.’” 

Of course, it’s hard to be the teenager with no phone when all (or at least the vast majority) of your 

friends have one, and when that is how they all make plans and stay in touch over school breaks. For those 

kids, writer Anastasia Basil offers up this solution: 

“Maybe if Bill and Melinda are listening, they’ll do something to change the landscape of American 

childhood. Maybe she and Bill can offer an incentive. How about this: If a kid stays off ALL social media —

 no Snap, no Instagram, no KiK and so on — until they are 16-years-old, the Gates Foundation will cut that 

kid a $1600 check on their 16th birthday. The kid can use the money any way the kid wants — no forced 

college savings. Shopping spree! Car down payment! Concert tickets!”. 

Here’s a DIY-version: If you begin to sock away $23 each month when your kid is 10, you’ll have 

$1600 to hand over for a tough job well done — plus $56 bucks to spend on wine and salted snacks for your 

middle-aged self. Pretty good deal. Plus, when one of your kid’s friends is all: “OMG! You’re not on 

Instagram!” Your kid can save face and be like: “Yeah, dude, and I’m getting paid for it, too.”  

 

4. What is the main argument that the author tries to express? 

 

A) Children must be denied smartphones at all costs, because excessive use of gadgets has detrimental 

effect on their health 

B) Children should be allowed to have smartphones, because their peers at school have them 

C) Children should have smartphones at later age, when they are able to focus on important things 

D) Children should always have smartphones, because it allows parents to know where they are 

E) Children should save their pocket money regularly in order to purchase smartphones 

 

5. What does the author IMPLY by the highlighted sentence in paragraph 2? 

 

A) Leaders in the technology industry are against development of social media 

B) Leaders in the technology industry are against children opening first social media accounts at the age 

of 12 

C) Leaders in the technology industry are against giving smartphones to children at the age of 10 

D) Leaders in the technology industry are aware of harmful effect on children’s health and development  

E) Leaders in the technology industry are encouraging other people to ban children from using 

smartphones 

 


