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One of the most important documents in a school system is its assessment 
policy. It is important because it sets out how students will be judged, how their 
work will be appraised and compared with the achievements of others. It is 
important because it describes for teachers the principles and processes that will 
be used to evaluate teaching and learning. And it is important because it sets out 
for parents and the wider community the basis by which outcomes of schooling 
are determined and reported to the public and to employers and other educational 
institutions. 

This short document is a major part of the assessment policy of the 
Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools. It describes the NIS approach to summative 
assessment. The document makes it clear that NIS is committed to high quality 
assessment that strengthens teaching and learning and encourages students to 
strive for excellence knowing that the will be judged fairly and reliably. 

The principles and processes that make up the NIS approach are based on 
best international practices and are aligned with the curriculum of the schools 
and are consistent with the procedures followed by Cambridge Assessment 
International Education. They are designed to measure and report student 
progress in valid and practical ways that give parents and the community 
confidence in the integrity and reliability of the results. They also designed to 
give teachers an external benchmark to refer to when setting standards and 
evaluating their own work. The standards embedded in the model are aligned 
with the entrance requirements for national and international universities to 
ensure that NIS graduates have access to the widest possible range of educational 
opportunities. 

The model focuses on summative assessment on four key stages of 
learning: Grades 5, 10, 11 and 12. In Grades 5 and 11 assessments will focus on 
languages and a few selected subjects. In Grades 10 and 12, major transition 
points, external summative assessment will be comprehensive covering much of 
the formal curriculum. 

The model reflects the realities of the tri-lingual environment of NIS and 
assesses progress in all languages. It uses the Common European Framework of 
Reference (CEFR) and the IELTS proficiency test reinforcing the alignment 
between international standards and NIS practices. 

To ensure that all forms and modes of learning are valued in the school 
environment the model includes assessment of project work, oral and written 
proficiency and practical work. These are particularly important in the sciences 
and language learning. 

They are also essential competences for effective participation in a world 
of rapid communication where experimentation, critical thinking, problem 
solving and team work are essential for success. 

The model sets out the procedures and steps for creating assessment 
materials and defines the roles of various individuals and groups. It also sets out 
the processes for marking, moderating and reporting different forms of 
assessment and the review and validation processes. 

Making these details widely available within NIS, in the community and 
for other educational institutions increases public understanding of the integrity, 
validity and fairness of NIS assessments. It informs students and teachers of 
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what is expected of them and how their work will be evaluated. This 
commitment to transparency and openness is in keeping with international 
assessment practices and with the values embedded in the mission and purpose 
on the Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools. 

 
Alan Ruby 
Senior Fellow 
Graduate School of Education 
University of Pennsylvania. 
August 2013 

 
 
 
 

External Summative Assessment Model is a document describing general 
approaches to organization and delivery of the final assessment according to the 
Integrated Educational Programme. The content of exam material is in line with 
the learning objectives in subject programmes. Forms of exam delivery will let 
students show skills gained by the Intellectual schools graduates in accordance 
with the set objectives. 

The Model fully corresponds with the modern approaches in assessment 
procedures delivery, gives students a possibility to show skills in producing 
information in oral and written forms, laboratory and practical tasks. 

This document is recommended for use at the Intellectual schools. 
 

M. Jadrina 
PhD in Education 
Deputy Director 
Branch “Centre for Educational Programmes” of the Autonomous Educational 

Organization “Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools” 
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Introduction 

 
External summative assessment model (hereinafter – Model) sets up aims, 

principles and approaches for production, delivery and analysis of external 
assessment results, and also subjects and examination timetable for Grades 5, 10, 
11 and 12 of the Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools (hereinafter – Intellectual schools 
or NIS) in accordance with the Educational program of AEO "Nazarbayev 
Intellectual Schools" - NIS-Programme (hereinafter - Educational programme). 

This Model includes approaches to external assessment, which are 
innovative and firmly grounded in the best assessment practice from around the 
world. All the proposals set out in this document have been designed to be 
consistent with the requirements for the procedures used by the Cambridge 
Assessment International Education – strategic partner of the AEO “Nazarbayev 
Intellectual schools). 

1 Purposes and principles of assessment 
 

The model includes different types of assessment including written 
examinations, verbal responses, practical activities, laboratory works, courseworks 
and others. 

Assessment, whatever their purpose is, must be valid, reliable and 
practicable. 

In deciding whether and how the assessment model meets these 
requirements it is first of all important to know how the results of the assessment 
will be used. The assessments described in this model are intended as external 
summative assessments. The results will be used as a measure of what has been 
learned and how well Intellectual schools graduates are able to apply their 
knowledge, and study at the university courses of their choice. 

 
Validity 
In the model validity has two principal dimensions. 
First, exams must assess knowledge, understanding and skills in regard to 

the subject, and provide achievements of aims of assessment (graduating subject 
course, enrolling to higher educational institution, etc.). 

Second, the assessments properly designed must provide a true guide to the 
extent to which each learner has mastered all aspects of the curriculum. 

 
Reliability 
To achieve reliability of the external summative assessment, the questions 

included in the assessment must be designed by highly qualified staff so that the 
learners taking the assessment have a clear understanding of what they are being 
asked to do, and of what a well-formed response to each question is expected to 
include. 
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Practicability 
An assessment must be long enough in terms of the number of questions it 

includes, so that learners can have the opportunity to provide evidence of what 
they have learned and what they can do. The total amount of time required for 
assessment must be defined according to the amount of questions and difficulty of 
the questions. 

 
Impact 
For simplicity, the impact of summative assessment can be looked at in two 

ways. 
First is the impact on teaching and learning during the programme of study. 

Both teachers and learners will be keen to ensure that the results gained by the 
learners at the end of the year are as good as possible. 

Second is the impact on learners’ subsequent progress, whether in the next 
Grade, in university or in the workplace. Well-designed summative assessments 
will have encouraged learning that enables the learners to thrive in the next stage 
of their education. 

The focus of this model is external summative assessment. Information on 
the relationship between formative assessment, internal summative assessment and 
external summative assessment is provided in Criteria based assessment model. 

2 External summative assessment after primary, secondary and 
high schools 

External summative assessment take place at Grades 5, 10, 11 and 12. 
Assessment materials are developed and assessed by an external body in relation to 
school. 

In producing coursework, practical or laboratory work to be delivered at the 
exam, the content is developed by an independent body, but delivered by teachers 
at schools. Marks given by teachers in such forms of assessment are moderated by 
branch of AEO Nazarbayev Intellectual schools - “Center for pedagogical 
measurements” (CPM). 

Other exams, produced and delivered by NIS teachers, will be a part of 
formative and internal summative assessment. 

In cases of restrictive measures by the relevant state bodies, including 
quarantine, emergencies of a social, natural and man-made nature, by the decision 
of the Board of the AEO, the Model of external summative assessment for the 
corresponding academic year is approved and applied. 

Grade 5 
Assessments at Grade 5 are taken by learners at the end of primary  school. 

Subjects assessed by CPM include: 
Kazakh Language and Literature /Russian Language and Literature (L1); 
Kazakh Language /Russian Language (L2); 
English 
Mathematics  
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Introduction to Science 
Examination will be designed to be useful as diagnostic instruments for 

measuring how students covered subject program at primary school. The results  
from these assessments identify early learning strengths and inform targets for 
further educational improvement. 

Grade 10 
Assessments at Grade 10 are taken by learners at the end of secondary 

school. Subjects assessed by CPM include: 
Kazakh Language /Russian Language (L1); 
Kazakh Language and Literature /Russian Language and Literature (L2); 
English 
Mathematics 
Biology 
Physics 
Chemistry 
History of Kazakhstan 
Computer Science 

Grade 11 
Assessments at Grade 11 are taken by learners at the end of studying some 

of the subjects in high school. Subjects assessed by CPM include: 
Kazakh Language and Literature /Russian Language and Literature (L2); 

Grade 12 
Assessments at Grade 12 are taken by learners the end of the high school 

stage. Subjects assessed externally include: 
English 
Mathematics 
Biology 
Physics 
Chemistry 
Kazakhstan in the Modern World 
Geography 
Computer Science 
Kazakh Language and Literature /Russian Language and Literature (L1); 

3 Standards and recognition 
Standards and quality in summative assessment 
In the NIS-programme subjects at Grades 9 to 12 have different amounts of 

curriculum time. In most cases, subjects have sufficient curriculum time in Grades 
9 and 10 to make it possible to target the assessments at a standard to be 
benchmarked against Cambridge IGCSE. 

Most subjects at Grades 11-12 have sufficient curriculum time to make it 
possible to target the assessments at a standard that can be directly benchmarked 
against Cambridge International A or AS Level. 
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AEO “Nazarbayev Intellectual schools” works with the universities of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan and international universities on recognition of an end-of- 
school certificate with the external summative assessment results. 

4 Approaches to summative assessment 
This model offers a range of different methods of summative assessment. In 

some subjects it is appropriate for more than one method to be used (for example, 
science examinations include both practical and written assessment tasks). 

5 Language assessment 
Language subject assessments will reflect the NIS trilingual policy, the main 

aim of which is to teach learners in a trilingual environment and assess learning in 
Kazakh, Russian and English. 

6 Science and Computer Science assessments 

6.1 Practical assessments 
Assessment in the form of a practical element is used in the science subjects. 

Practical examinations can form a valuable element of the assessment of science 
and other subjects. Lack of laboratory facilities may make such assessment 
opportunities difficult to arrange in the short term. However, in the longer term, the 
challenge of laboratory-based work or other practical tasks in an assessment would 
add rigour to the qualification and would be helpful to NIS in gaining international 
recognition. 

Practical assessment can also be used for assessing individual learners on 
their ability to contribute to a collaborative exercise or project, simulating the 
conditions of real-life laboratory. Rapidly developing communications technology 
is also making it possible for practical work to be undertaken and assessed in a 
virtual environment. 

The practical element of the science courses should ideally be assessed as 
part of the summative assessments at Grades 10 and 12 through practical work (a 
laboratory practical set and marked by the awarding body) 

Regardless of format, the practical test will involve: 
• collecting data and observations 
• making decisions about measurements or observations 
• recording data or observations 
• displaying calculations and reasoning 
• analysing, drawing conclusions and evaluating. 

6.2 Computer Science 
Computer Science is frequently assessed through a combination of external 

written examinations and a coursework project that is externally moderated. 
The precise balance of written examination and coursework in this subject 

will be described in the test specification. 
Coursework is work that is carried out either under teacher supervision in 

class or during a learner’s private study time. 
Coursework is marked by the teacher, whose marking is then moderated to 
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ensure the appropriateness and consistency of the marks. 
The value of coursework lies in the opportunity it provides for: 
• independent work; 
• extended research and study; 
• drafting, editing and revising work of some volume;  
• demonstrating IT skills (coursework is likely to be developed and 

produced using IT resources) 
The opportunities listed here enable learners to develop the skills that they 

will need in order to progress successfully to higher education. 
Coursework can prove to be problematic for awarding bodies. 

Authentication of work is fundamental for the purpose of objectiveness of 
assessment. The internet provides opportunities for plagiarism and positive steps 
must be taken both by teachers and by the awarding body to ensure that plagiarism 
is not permitted. Learners, parents and teachers must also be clear about the nature 
and amount of support and advice that learners are permitted. Standardisation of 
teacher assessment of this work is vital to ensure that all coursework is marked 
with the same approach. 

7 Subject assessment  descriptions by grade 

7.1 Grade 5 
Assessment will be in the language of instruction. 

7.2 Grade 10 
Assessment in Grade 10 is conducted in the language of instruction. 

 
7.2.1 Mathematics 
There will be two components with tasks directed to assess reproduction and 

using of one fact, concept or technique, synthesis and analysis skills, applying 
mathematics for modeling situation in real life, applying combinations of 
mathematical techniques in tasks, analysis and formulating logical conclusions 
based on mathematical data. 

7.2.2 History of Kazakhstan 
There will be two components. Students will work with texts; provide 

extended answers to questions using critical thinking skills. 
7.2.3 Physics, Chemistry and Biology 
There will be two components. Questions are directed to assess knowledge, 

understanding, analysis, applying and assessing information, skills on working 
with drawings, diagrams, graphs and formulas. Practical, experimental skills, skills 
on processing information and tasks solving are also assessed. 

7.2.4 Languages 
Exams on Kazakh language /Russian language (L1) and Kazakh language 

and literature /Russian language and literature (L2) consist of 2 components. Tasks 
are directed to assess reading, text analysis and writing skills. Students will read 
texts and answer questions related to those texts, determine and comment on 



10 
 

peculiarities of texts, provide information in written form. 
7.2.5 English Language 
Assessment of three language skills: listening, reading and writing. 
7.2.6 Computer science 
There will be two components. Students will answer questions, which 

require short and expanded answers on theory, and will conduct a work with 
scenario of describing existing non-automated system and proposed computer 
system as an alternative. 

7.3 Grade 11 
In Grade 11, all subjects with the exception of Second Language will be 

assessed through school-based methods. 
7.3.1 Kazakh Language and Literature /Russian Language and 

Literature  (L2) 
Exam includes 2 components. Tasks are directed to assess reading and 

writing. Students read texts and answer questions related to those texts, determine 
and comment on peculiarities of texts, provide information in the written form. 

7.4 Grade 12 
The standard of external summative assessment was benchmarked against 

that of the Cambridge International Advanced (A) Level or AS Level. 
There are some subjects for which the amount time by Educational 

programme in Grades 11 and 12 is unlikely to enable learners to reach this 
standard. 

7.4.1 Mathematics 
There will be three components with tasks directed to assess reproduction 

and using of one fact, concept or technique, synthesis and analysis skills, applying 
mathematics for modeling situation in real life, applying combinations of 
mathematical techniques in tasks, analysis and formulating logical conclusions 
based on mathematical data. 

7.4.2 Kazakhstan in the modern world 
There will be two components. Students will work with texts; give expanded 

answers using critical thinking skills. 
During academic year students carry out coursework, which include 

determining problems, searching and analysis of information, justifying own point 
of view. 

7.4.3 Physics, Chemistry and Biology 
There will be three components. Questions are directed to assess knowledge, 

understanding, analysis, applying and assessing information, skills on working 
with drawings, diagrams, graphs and formulas. Practical, experimental skills, skills 
on processing information and tasks solving are also assessed. 

7.4.4 English Language 
All students will have IELTS or equivalent exam. 
7.4.5 Computer Science 
There will be three components. Students will answer questions which 
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require short and expanded answers on theory. 
During academic year students carry out coursework, which include 

determining problems and developing decisions using appropriate programming 
language and other methods. Such assessment form allows to assess skills of 
information analysis and research work. 

7.4.6 Geography 
There will be three components. Tasks are directed to assess knowledge and 

technology application, natural phenomenon, demonstrating skills for conducting 
research, analysis, interpretation and presenting data. 

The results of external summative assessment are evaluated separately from 
other types of assessment (formative and internal summative), and are used for 
international recognition. 

The results of external summative assessment are converted into scores. 
7.4.7 Kazakh Language and Literature/Russian Language and Literature 

(L1) 
Exam includes 2 components. Tasks are directed to assess reading and 

writing. Students read texts and answer questions related to those texts, determine 
and comment on peculiarities of texts, provide information in written form. 

 
7-1 Subject options in Grades 5, 10, 11 and 12 

Grade 5: 
Compulsory subjects 
Kazakh language and literature /Russian language and literature (L1) 
Kazakh language /Russian language (L2) 
English 
Mathematics 
Science 

 
Grade 10: 
Compulsory subjects 
Kazakh language /Russian language (L1) 
Kazakh language and literature /Russian language and literature (L2) 
English 
Mathematics 
History of Kazakhstan 
Optional subjects (one student chooses one subject from the list):  
Biology 
Physics 
Chemistry 
Computer science 
There are 6 examinations per 1 student in total after graduating Grade 10. 

Grade 11 
Compulsory subjects 
Kazakh language and literature /Russian language and literature (L2) 
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Grade 12 
Compulsory subjects 
English (IELTS) 
Mathematics 
Kazakhstan in the modern World 
Kazakh language and literature /Russian language and literature (L1) 
Optional subjects (one student chooses two subjects from the list): 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Computer science 
Geography (if this subject was chosen in Grade 11) 

 
There are 7 examinations per 1 student in total at graduating high school 

(Grades 11-12). 
 

8 Assessment Material Development 

8.1 Responsibilities and principles 
The validity and reliability of external summative assessment in the 

Intellectual Schools is ensured by the Center for Pedagogical Measurements of the 
AEO "Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools" (hereinafter - CPM). 

CPM is responsible for the development of assessment materials, conducting 
the assessment procedure, and ensuring the reliability of the assessment. 

Assessment credibility ensures that examination materials are developed in 
accordance with test specifications, exams are conducted, and results are evaluated 
safely in accordance with established procedures. 

CPM ensures confidentiality and security of the assessments. 
CPM is an independent from the schools that it is producing tests for. 
Some personnel involved in the processes of developing and delivering 

assessments are permanent members of CPM staff (for example Subject 
Specialists, Operational Staff) while others are contracted for specific areas of 
work (for example setters, proofreaders, examiners) and hired for a short period of 
time. Intercommunication between specialists is carried out on the basis of Code of 
practice. 

8.2 Aims 
The purpose of the assessment production process is to ensure that 

examination materials assess students fairly in accordance with the content of the 
curriculum.  

The curriculum provides a framework for test specifications and guidelines 
for developing examination materials in each subject. 

8.3 Test Specification 
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Test specification is intended to provide all the necessary information about 
the exam structure: 

• employees involved in the development of examination materials; 
• teachers and students to prepare for the exam. 

 
Test Specifications include: 
• Introduction and aims of the assessment 
o test overview 
o number and type of components 
o number of questions/tasks 
o timing of individual components 
o balance of marks across components 
• Assessment Objectives defined in curricula 
o specification grids 
o skills required for each question/task 
• Description of components 
o detailed description of each component 
o description of each task in each component 
• Grade Descriptions 
• Example tasks and items. 
A ‘task’ is a collection of items which is linked by a common written or 

spoken text. 
An ‘item’ is the smallest separately identified testing point within an 

assessment to which a mark is allocated. 

8.4 Test Development Guidelines 
These guidelines are written for consultants, setters and revisers. The 

purpose of these guidelines is to transfer the information contained in the test 
specification to a practical document to inform and support the writing of 
assessment material explaining in detail the types of questions or tasks in the tests. 

The Guidelines contain: 
• a description of the test level; 
• information on the content of each component of the assessment taken 

from the test specification; 
• guidance on content and any scenarios to avoid (in general, topics 

relating to serious family problems, political issues, accidents, catastrophes, serious 
illness or death should not be used for examination purposes); 

• specific details for each question or task including assessment 
objective, skills tested, format, word length, etc.; 

• sample items. 
The Test Specifications and the Test Writing Guidelines should be reviewed 

periodically: test specifications first, followed by guidelines. 
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8.5 Personnel 
The key personnel involved in producing assessment material are: 
• Subject Specialist: a permanent employee of the CPM with 

professional knowledge and skills in a subject, who is responsible for the overall 
process of developing an assessment in his subject for all grades. 

• Setters: compilers of the entire questionnaire. 
• Revisers: subject specialists who revise questionnaires (question 

sheets) or questions and make suggestions for changes in content to ensure they are 
as clear and unambiguous as possible for students. 

• Vetters: subject experts who review the content against test 
specification and typographical errors or inconsistencies. 

• Translators: Consultants with knowledge of at least two of the 
Trilingual Policy’s three languages who can check consistency across versions of 
papers. 

8.6 Development of examination materials 
The creation of Question Papers and Mark Schemes requires knowledge, 

expertise and experience. 
Not only must each question paper be fit for purpose, but it must maintain 

the standard of the assessment at any given level from session to session. 
Assessment material will be produced following the setting model described 
below. 

A Setter is appointed to set an entire paper and the related mark scheme. 
The First Draft of the paper produced by the Setter is sent via the awarding 

body to the Reviser, who comments and suggests amendments. 
The CPM Subject Specialist for the paper may also choose to make 

comments at this stage. The Setter amends the paper in the light of the Reviser’s 
comments and produces a Revised Draft. 

The Setter, Reviser and the CPM Subject Specialist, plus the Setters and 
Revisers for the other papers in the same subject, meet together as the Question 
Paper Evaluation Committee (QPEC). QPEC meets for each subject. 

The QPEC reviews the Revised Drafts of all of the papers and mark 
schemes, discusses the amendments, and confirms the final version of the question 
paper. 

The Vetter checks the final draft question papers to ensure that the test 
specifications have been met and that there are no typographical errors in the 
question papers or mark schemes. The Vetter sees the question papers for the first 
time at this stage. 

The end-to-end process for producing a question paper and mark scheme 
would normally take between one and a half and two years, but can be compressed 
if necessary. 

Nothing, however, must compromise the reliability of the processes 
designed to ensure the quality of the papers, as this is the basis on which the whole 
examination hinges from the point of view of teachers, learners, schools, parents 
and other stakeholders.  
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8.7 – excluded 
 

9 Administration and marking of assessments 

9.1 Administration 
All assessments must be conducted with regard to security of material and 

the protection of the reliability and validity of the assessments. It is necessary to 
follow Instruction for organization and conducting external summative assessment 
of academic achievements of Nazarbayev Intellectual schools’ students. 

 
9.2 Marking 
The main principle of objective assessment is the independence of the 

student's result from the one who evaluates the work.  
Standardization, monitoring, moderation and feedback are used to ensure 

that all examiners evaluate student work in the same way. For each exam, the 
Attestation Committee Chairperson/Principal Examiner coordinates a group of 
examiners in the grading process according to the following structure: 

 
 

Attestation Committee Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Leaders 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examiners 
 

The process of assessing student work begins with the selection of student 
answer sheets, after which a meeting on standardization of the Attestation 
Committee Chairperson/Principal Examiner with the Leaders of the examiners' 
groups takes place, where samples of work with the students' answers are 
considered and discussed. This ensures that all examiners have the same 
understanding of the scoring scheme and its application. Following the 
standardization meeting, the examiner group leaders hold a meeting with their 
examiners to discuss the scoring scheme. Assessor team leaders periodically 
collect samples of student work assessed by examiners and check the assessment 
for objectivity. The works checked by the Leaders of the examiners' groups are 
checked by the Chairman of the Attestation Commission. 
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The examiners receive feedback and, if there are any problematic situations, 
the previously assessed papers are rechecked and the grades are corrected. 

Assessment of the exams results in the Intellectual Schools is carried out on 
the basis of the Center for International Education with the advice of international 
experts from Cambridge Assessment International Education.  

9.3 – excluded 
 

9.4 Marking and moderating coursework and practical work 
Coursework (in Computer Science, for example) should be marked in the 

following way: 
• coursework is marked by subject teacher; 
• coursework is internally moderated at school by moderator; 
• CPM subject-specialist provides external moderation. 
During conducting education process it is necessary to constantly ensure and 

check the academic honesty of students. 
From an early Primary stage, learners should be taught the concept of 

intellectual property and instructed about the dangers of and penalties for 
inadvertent or deliberate plagiarism. 

9.5 Standards and Grades  
When the marking is complete and all marks for all components have been 

captured, the work begins to decide on appropriate levels of grades. 
Using grades instead of marks, is that it is possible to attach meaning to a 

grade by setting out descriptive criteria for the standard of achievement associated 
with that grade. 

These standards are maintained from one year to the next, using a 
combination of professional judgement and statistical data. 

This means that the reliability of a judgement based on the difference 
between two grades is much higher than the one based on the difference between 
two marks. The standard of the assessment is expressed by these grades and the 
grading process enables the awarding body to set appropriate standards in the first 
year of assessment and to maintain the same standards in further years. 

Intellectual schools will use grades A*, A, B, C, D and E for summative 
assessments at Grades 5, 10, 11 and 12. This ‘grade set’ is tried and tested and will 
facilitate benchmarking against international standards. 

When using the A*, A, B, C, D and E grade set, it is usual for the lowest 
mark required for grades A, C and E to be decided by using a combination of 
statistical evidence and professional judgement, and for the other grades to be set 
arithmetically. Decisions on the lowest mark acceptable for each grade (the grade 
threshold) are supported by a range of technical and statistical data and by the 
professional judgements of senior examiners. The process of setting the grade 
threshold marks is known as ‘grading’ and is summarised below. 
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9.5.1 Setting the Standard 
After the first administration of the examination, when all the marks have 

been captured, a meeting is held with Attestation Committee members to discuss 
learner performance and to establish where key grade thresholds should be set. For 
the first session of the examinations this involves setting the standard that will be 
carried forward in further years. In the first session of the examination, the 
standards of the ‘judgemental’ grades A, C and E will be established using the 
professional judgement of senior examiners and other subject experts, by referring 
to the learners’ answer scripts and the grade descriptions published in the test 
specification documents. Reference may be made to other data as appropriate. The 
other data might include one or both of the following: 

• examples of examination scripts from other assessments at the same 
level and in the same subject that have been awarded an equivalent grade 

• sets of grades achieved by the learners taking previous external 
assessments, which may give a reliable estimate of their prior attainment. 

In subsequent years, the aim of the Attestation Committee will be to ensure 
that the standard is maintained unchanged. 

When grading thresholds have been established and students have been 
given preliminary grades, a Grade Review Meeting is held by the Principal 
Examiners, under the guidance of subject experts from the grading body. The 
purpose of this meeting is to confirm that those students who are at risk of 
receiving inappropriate grades will receive appropriate grades for their 
achievement. These students include those whose grades are too close to the 
threshold score (note: the threshold score is the boundary between the grades, 
separates the grades), so that even making small changes to the grade will increase 
or decrease their grade. Assessment review meeting thus reduces the possibility of 
scoring error at grade boundaries. 

 
9.5.2 Maintaining the Standard 
In the second and subsequent years of the examinations, the Attestation 

Committee will use an increasing number of sources of evidence in maintaining 
the standard. These will include: 

• Results of periodic comparative studies. The objective of these studies 
will be to check that standards of the Grade 10, 11 and 12 examinations have not 
drifted in relation to their international benchmarks. 

• Comparison of "borderline scores" in the work of students in previous 
years with "borderline" scores to study the work of students during the assessment 
period. 

• Data on student achievement after 5th or 10th grade. Comparison of 
the distribution of scores for current and previous exams, including changes in 
mean score, standard deviation from normal, and the cumulative percentage of 
students who achieve that score. 

• Changes in a number of teacher grades. This will generate growing 
interest as teachers become increasingly accustomed to the style and standard of 
assessment, but they should never be taken literally. Schools will be required to 
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provide realistic predictions of the final grades for each student in each subject 
prior to taking the exam. The basis can be both the work performed before the end 
of the course and the results of the preliminary school exams. Determining the 
expected outcome of each student is a skill-based but important professional 
assignment for which teachers must be specially trained. This kind of education 
(training for teachers) is an important means by which a clear understanding of the 
standard of assessment at different stages is developed. AEO "Nazarbayev 
Intellectual Schools", with the help of the evaluating body, will ensure that this 
education (trainings) is accessible to all. 

9.6 Issue of Results 
The Center for Pedagogical Measurements provides information on the 

results of students of the Intellectual Schools, which contains data on the date of 
the exam, students, subjects for which the exam was passed, and the grades 
received. 

The scorecard is not a certificate, as the scorecard information is provisional 
and provides students with the opportunity to apply with the Enquiry About 
Results. 

 
9.7 Enquiries about Results 
The exam results displayed in the CPM are called "provisional’" and provide 

schools with the opportunity to make inquiries if a student thinks that there was a 
mistake. 

In these cases, the grading of student responses is revised. This is done 
regardless of who graded the first time or whether the grading was checked during 
the review process. 

Individual coursework results that have passed external moderation are not 
considered at this stage. 

The revision of the grading is a check on the correctness of the grading. 
Decision differences (where a panelist can give a mark with a slight 

difference, but where the first mark is consistent with both the scoring scheme and 
the guidance provided during standardization) should not result in any scoring 
change at this stage. 

Although sometimes the results may change at this stage, the practice of 
revising the results is possible. 

 

9.8 Issue of Certificates 
Once the period for enquiries about results has passed, the results of 

Grade 12 students  are indicated in the Certificates in the form of letter grades.  


