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1 Purpose 

The purpose of Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools (NIS) assessments is to provide an 
objective summative measure of   the   knowledge, understanding and   skills   acquired   by   a   
learner. The examinations will be rigorously and securely administered to international standards. 
 
1.1 Relationship with International Standards 
 

Grade 5 External Summative Assessment on “English” is developed in accordance with 
International standards of Cambridge Primary stage. 
 
1.2 Relationship with Subject Programme 

Grade 5 External Summative Assessment is designed on the content of AEO “Nazarbayev 
Intellectual Schools” – NIS-Programme grades 3, 4 and 5. The level of knowledge and abilities as 
well as skills of students is defined by the learning outcomes found within the Subject Programme 
on “English”. 

 
1.3 Relationship with the Criteria-based Assessment Model (CBAM) 

This External Summative Assessment forms one part of the Criteria-based Assessment 
Model, which also consists of Formative Assessment and Internal Summative Assessment 
 

 

2 Assessment overview 
All learners are required to write one paper. The Paper consists of two parts and assesses 

learners’ reading and writing skills including their ability in language use, within the Subject 
Programme of Grades 3, 4 and 5. 
 
Paper 1: Reading and Writing / Use of Language Duration: 60 minutes 

In Part 1 learners read three texts on familiar and general topics and perform tasks. 

Learners will read texts and answer 15 questions to test reading skills and their 
understanding of the texts read. 
The questions will be of different types: True / False, sentence completion and multiple 
choice questions. 

In Part 2 learners should write a short story supported by pictures. The length of the story is 
50-70 words. 

Dictionaries may not be used in the examination. 

100% of total marks 

  

Criteria-based Assessment Model

Formative Assessment Internal Summative
Assessment 

External Summative 
Assessment 
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2.1 Assessment Objectives 

The assessment objectives correspond to the learning objectives described in the Subject 
Programme and the Course Plan. 
 

AO1 Communicative competence 
Learners should be able to: 

• understand the main points when reading simple stories and short texts on 
familiar and general topics; 
• write with guidance short stories to describe people, places and objects; 
• express their likes and dislikes, use simple connectors (and, but, or) in writing. 

AO2 Language competence 
Learners should be able to: 

• use and spell accurately basic nouns, modals, adjectives, connectors, 
adverbs, pronouns, determiners, prepositions and conjunctions; 

• use verb tenses appropriately and accurately. 
 
3 Description of paper 

Learners are given 60 minutes to do tasks in reading and writing. 
They are supposed to take one paper to assess reading and writing skills according to the 

NIS-Programme requirements for Grades 3, 4 and 5. 
 
The Reading Part assesses the learners’ skills in reading comprehension to understand the main 
idea and some details in the texts and to identify appropriate information from the texts read. 
 
The Writing Part tests learners’ ability to write sentences, simple short texts or to convey own 
opinions in simple words using basic linking words or phrases. 
 
3.1 Part 1: Reading 
 

Learners read three passages and answer 15 questions. Tasks in the Reading Part test 
learners’ ability to understand the gist, main ideas and some details of the texts read, follow the 
text structure, deduce the meaning and select specific information. Dictionaries may not be used. 
 

Assessment 
objectives 

Availabl
e marks 

 
Description 

AO1 AO2 15 There will be three texts the volume of each does not exceed 
200 words. Learners should answer 15 questions as True / 
False, completion, multiple-choice questions. 
The types of texts may be fiction and non-fiction. 

 
  



5 
 

3.2 Part 2: Writing 
Learners should produce a short story or a simple text of 50-70 words using the pictures 

given. Dictionaries may not be used. 
 

Assessment 
objectives 

Available 
marks 

Description 

AO1 
AO2 

 
15 

Learners are expected to write a story in 50-70 words 
on the pictures given using basic structures and 
vocabulary. 

 
3.3 Balance of marks 

 
The balance of marks for the paper and the assessment is in the table below. 

 

Assessment Objectives Part 1: Reading Part 2: Writing Total 

AO1 7 7 14 

AO2 8 8 16 

Total Contribution 15 15 30 
 

At Grade 5, the skills shown in AO1 and AO2 are important and relevant for the learners 
studying English at this level. 

 
 

 
Task 

 
Crit
eria 

 
Marks 

 
Total 

Part 1 Reading 
 
Leaners: 
• identify true and false statements 

about the content of the text. 
 

• Filling in the missing words 
 

• Answer multiple-choice questions 

 
 
5 
 
5 

5 

 
 
 

15 

Part 1 Writing Content 3  
 
 
 

15 

Structure 3 

Spelling 3 

Punctuation 3 

Grammar and vocabulary 3 
 
Total 30 
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3.4 Language of Assessment 

The language of assessment is English. 
 
4 Administration 

The assessments will be administrated by NIS teachers and CPM subject specialists under 
strict examination conditions set down in the NIS Administrative Instructions. The Instructions 
include the following main points: 

• question papers and their security; 
• the responsibilities of teachers, invigilators and administrators; 
• managing examination materials and arranging the examination rooms; 
• arranging appropriate examination rooms for written and practical papers; 
• description of invigilation procedures during an examination. 

5 Marking 
The marking process is carried out by the Examiners’ Commission that consists of principal 

examiner, team leaders and markers. There are teams of markers headed by team leaders for 
marking each examination paper. 

All examiners use the same version of the mark scheme that is finalised during the 
standardisation process. 

6 Grading process 
 

The results of the assessment will be reported in the form of a grade for each syllabus 
examined. The grades will be A*, A, B, C, D and E, where A* is the highest grade and E is the 
lowest passing grade. 
 

Grade U (‘ungraded’) will not represent a pass in a syllabus. 
 

A learner’s grade will be calculated directly from the total of the marks on all the papers 
taken and not on the marks taken separately on each paper. 

 
The Test Specification presents the descriptions of Grades A, C, E. The Examiners’ 

Commission sets the borders for these Grades on the basis of the professional judgement 
and learners’ results. The border marks of Grades A*, B and D are set arithmetically. 

 
Grades be A*, A, B, C, D and E are transferred into final grades. 

 
6.1 Grade descriptions 

Key Grade Descriptions are provided to give a general indication of the standards of 
achievement likely to have been shown by learners awarded particular grades. The grade 
awarded will depend practically upon the extent to which the learner has met the assessment 
objectives overall. Shortcomings in some aspects of a learner’s performance in the examination 
may be balanced by a better performance in others. 

 

Grade Grade Description 
 
 
Grade A 

Student can: 
• understand short and simple fiction and non-fiction texts and understand 

totally their content; 
• define appropriately the main idea and details; 
• use language effectively and accurately; 
• produce well-organized short texts, using basic connectors. 
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Grade C 

Student can: 
• understand the main points of short  and simple fiction and non-fiction 

texts and understand the content in general; 
• define the main idea without identifying details; 
• use basic language though with a number of errors; 
• produce short inconsistent texts demonstrating inappropriate use

 of basic connectors. 
 
 
 
Grade E 

Student can: 
• understand only some words or phrases while reading simple short texts; 
• fail to define the main idea and identify the details; 
• use language inappropriately and inaccurately; 
• produce only some words not organized in sentences / story. 

 

7 Sample paper 
This section presents sample papers on each skill assessed. The papers are supported 

by mark schemes. 

7.1 Part 1: Reading Task 1 
 
Read the text first and then put a tick ( ) T (True) or F (False) in the right column as in the 
example. 
 
Example: On Mother’s Day British people show their love to mothers. 
 
 
Mother's Day in Britain is the day when people greet their mothers by making them feel 
how important they are. They send warmest Mother’s Day wishes and greetings. 
 
Brenda also wants to do something special for her mother. She tries to get a present for 
her mom, but she has no money. Brenda is a student. She decides to take some flowers 
from the backyard. She goes there but there are only bushes and trees. She does not see 
any flowers. 
 
She goes to the neighbour's house, to Mrs White and asks to see her garden. Mrs White 
lets her in. The neighbour's garden is very beautiful. There are many different big and 
small flowers. They are red and white roses and tulips. 

 
Brenda asks the neighbour for some flowers for her mother. Mrs White is very kind and 
she lets Brenda take some flowers. Brenda has a lot to choose. She takes the flowers and 
thanks Mrs White. 

 T F 

1. The British make special presents to their mothers. [1] 

2. Brenda wishes to buy a very expensive dress to her mother. [1] 

3. Brenda cuts many flowers from her garden behind the house. 
 

[1] 

4. Mrs White, her neighbour, helps Brenda with the flowers. 
 

[1] 

 
5. Mrs White gives Brenda some Mother’s Day postcards. 

 
[1] 

 
[Total: 5] 

F T 
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Task 2 
 

Read the dialogue and complete the sentences writing the words from the box as in 
the example below. 
Example: No, it’s the next (0) one . 

 

 
 
 

Ann and her sister Kate came to Astana to visit Expo-2017. Now they are in the bus. Kate is 
asking some questions about the world exhibition. 
Ann: Kate, is it the Expo City stop? 

Kate: No, it’s the next (0) one . 

Ann: Is it near the Khan Shatyr? 

Kate: No, it’s just (6)… .................... the Mega Silk Way. 

Ann: I see, and how many countries are presented at the Expo? 

Kate: Well, there are 115 countries. They present (7)……………… energy in their pavilions. 
It’s like the whole world is in Astana now. First, we’re going to the Nur Alem Sphere. 

Ann: Kazakhstan’s pavilion? Is it that big (8)…………… sphere? I know from TV that it is the 
biggest sphere in the world. 

Kate: Right. 

Ann: And what is there in the sphere? 

Kate: You can see halls of different energy – space, solar, wind, water, (9)………….., trees, 
movements. In the Hall of Space energy there are astronauts’ clothes, food and the space 
(10)…………………….. You can feel as a young scientist for a short time and do exciting 
experiments. 

Ann: Interesting! What is solar energy? Is it the sun’s energy? 

Kate: Yes, oh, here we’ve come. Let’s go, Ann! 
[Total: 5] 

  

on
statio lan

behin glas futur
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Task 3 
Read the text and circle the correct answer to the questions below as in the example. 

 
 

Example: Students often ask Mr Brown how to ……. ……………………. . 
 
 

A. be healthy B. keep a diet C. be thick D. overweight
 
 

Emily and Crystal are best friends. They both go in for sports. They go to a physical education 
teacher Mr Brown at school. Mr Brown is a professional gymnast. His students always ask him 
how to keep fit. Emily and Crystal ask the teacher for advice. 

 
Mr Brown says they should eat healthy food and exercise regularly. He thinks that people know 
this, but they are lazy to do it. They want to find easy ways to be fit. His students ask him about 
diet pills. Mr Brown says that diet pills have bad effects. They are not so effective as exercise. 
"Exercising is hard, but it is the right way to be healthy." 

 
So, the girls begin exercising. Doing sports together makes it fun. Emily tried exercising by 
herself. She thought it was too boring. She could only run for thirty minutes before getting 
bored. Crystal tried exercising by herself, too. She does not like being alone. She feels more 
comfortable with Emily. They go to the park three days a week for an hour. They work out for 
ten minutes and run for twenty minutes. They jump rope for twenty minutes and play some 
type of sport for the last ten minutes. They like doing sports together. 

 
11. Mr Brown thinks people are ............................. to have a healthy life. 

A. happy B. passive C. unhappy D. active 
 

12. The PE teacher says ............................................. is the best way to keep fit. 

A. diet B. food C. pills D. exercising 
 

13. The girls think that exercising together is very …..…………………….. . 
 

A. enjoyable B. unpleasant C. uncomfortable D. boring 
 

14. Emily and Crystal’s exercising lasts .......................... minutes three days a week. 

A. ten B. thirty C. sixty D. ten 
 

15. Emily and Crystal do .......................................... exercises: they run, jump and play. 
 

A. alike B. different C. same D. like 
 

[Total: 5] 
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PART 1: MARK SCHEME 
 

  Answers 
Part 1 Reading – 15 marks 

 
Marks 

 
Ta

sk
 1

 1 T 1 
2 F 1 
3 F 1 
4 T 1 
5 F 1 

 
Ta

sk
 2

 6 behind 1 
7 future 1 
8 glass 1 
9 land 1 
10 station 1 

 
Ta

sk
 3

 11 B 1 
12 D 1 
13 A 1 
14 C 1 
15 B 1 

 
7.2 Part 2: Writing 

 

Look at the picture and make a short story on it. 
• Write 50-70 words, 
• Use Present Simple, Present Continuous 
• Use connectors: and, or, but 

 
[Total: 15] 

 
The Flying Carpet 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
[Total: 30] 
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PART 2: MARK SCHEME 
 

Content Organization Spelling Punctuation Grammar and 
vocabulary 

3 All content 
is relevant 
and 
contains 
made up 
details 
related to 
the context. 
The writing 
is 
appropriate 
to a 
particular 
kind of 
writing. 

The text is 
well 
organised. 
There is 
clear logical 
link 
between 
the 
paragraphs. 

Correct 
spelling of 
simple and 
complex 
words. Spelling 
mistakes (2-3) 
are possible. 

Accurate 
punctuatio
n. 

A large number
of simple and 
complex 
grammatical 
structures and 
wide vocabulary 
range are used 
precisely. 
Correct use of 
tenses. Word 
order is well 
arranged in the 
sentences. 

2 All content is 
relevant and 
well 
developed. 
The writing 
is a bit 
inappropriat
e to a 
particular 
kind of 
writing. 

The text is
generally 
well 
organised. 
Enough 
cohesive 
devices are 
used with 
good 
organization
al patterns. 
There is 
unclear 
logical link 
between the 
paragraphs or 
no 
paragraphs 
at all. 

Spelling of
simple words 
is usually 
correct. 
Complex 
words are often 
misspelled. 

In accurate 
punctuatio
n however, 
it does not 
have an 
influence 
on the 
connection 
of words. 

Only several
number of 
complex 
grammatical 
structures and a 
large number of 
simple 
structures, 
mostly spoken 
language is 
used. 
There is 
incorrect use of 
tenses 
sometimes. 
There can be 

errors in a 
sentence 
structure. 
Sometimes it is 
a bit difficult to 
follow the 
content of the 
text. 

1 All content is 
simple or 
irrelevant to 
the task. 

Sentences in
the text are 
related 
through the 
use of 
frequently 
connected 
words. 

 
There is 
incorrect use 
of paragraphs 
or no 
paragraphs 
at all. 

Spelling
mistakes are 
often made, 
which leads to 
difficulties in 
understanding
. 

Too many 
punctuatio
n 
mistakes. 

Very simple
grammatical 
structures and 
words are used. 
There are too 
many errors, it 
is difficult to 
follow the 
content of the 
text. 

0 Weak or inappropriate
response.
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